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REPORT 
 

Southern California Association of Governments 
Remote Participation Only 

February 15, 2022 
 

LEGISLATIVE/COMMUNICATIONS AND MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE (LCMC) 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2022 
 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
LEGISLATIVE/COMMUNICATIONS AND MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE (LCMC). A DIGITAL RECORDING 
OF THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT: http://scag.iqm2.com/Citizens/. 
 
The Legislative/Communications and Membership Committee (LCMC) of the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) held its regular meeting virtually (telephonically and 
electronically), given the declared state of emergency (pursuant to State of Emergency 
Proclamation dated March 4, 2020) and local public health directives imposing and recommending 
social distancing measures due to the threat of COVID-19, and pursuant to Government Code 
Section 54953(e)(1)(A). A quorum was present.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Alan D. Wapner (Chair)  SBCTA 
Peggy Huang (Vice Chair)  TCA 
Letitia Clark Tustin District 17 
Margaret Finlay Duarte District 35 
Jan Harnik  RCTC 
Clint Lorimore Eastvale District 4 
Steve Manos Lake Elsinore District 63 
Ray Marquez Chino Hills District 10 
David Pollock Moorpark District 46 
David J. Shapiro Calabasas District 44 
Jose Luis Solache Lynwood District 26 
Cheryl Viegas-Walker El Centro District 1 
Donald P. Wagner  Orange County 
 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 
Sean Ashton Downey District 25 
Curt Hagman  San Bernardino County 
Frank J. Navarro Colton District 6 
Deborah Robertson Rialto District 8 
Ali Saleh Bell District 27 
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She also noted she found a grammatical error on the Government and Public Affairs Division 
Update report and requested staff to please revise the word "haul" to "halt." Staff acknowledged 
Hon. Viegas-Walker comments and confirmed the modifications would be made. 
 
The Committee members made no additional comments. 
 
A MOTION was made (Finlay) to approve the Consent Calendar, including the minor corrections to 
the Minutes requested by Hon. Viegas-Walker. The MOTION was SECONDED (Marquez) and 
APPROVED by a majority roll call vote as follows: 
 
AYES:  Clark, Finlay, Harnik, Huang, Lorimore, Manos, Marquez, Pollock, Solache, Viegas-

Walker, Wagner, and Wapner (12) 
 
NOES:   None (0) 
 
ABSTAINS: None (0) 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
5. Legislative Platform Mid-Cycle Update 
 
Chair Wapner opened the Public Comment Period for item #5, the Legislative Platform Mid-Cycle 
Update. Seeing and hearing no public comment speakers, Chair Wapner closed the public comment 
period.   
 
Mr. David Angel, Legislative Analyst, began by stating that due to being in the middle of a two-year 
State and Congressional legislative sessions, staff recommends approval for a mid-cycle update to 
SCAG's adopted 2021 Legislative Platform. Mr. Angel briefly detailed the three (3) categories of 
staff-recommended changes, which included 1) Changes to remove redundancies or revise 
outdated language; 2) Changes based on feedback from various departments at SCAG and 3) 
Changes to make the platform consistent with the Regional Council's approval of concepts for 
SCAG-sponsored legislation. Mr. Angel concluded his report by noting these points were the subject 
of last month's meeting, emphasizing that together they capture SCAG's support for a major 
expansion of the Infill Infrastructure Grant Program and the creation of new incentives that would 
serve as a motivating force for local communities to approve new housing.  
 
Chair Wapner, opened the floor to the committee members for questions or comments.  
 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, El Centro, District 1, asked if the SCAG Legislative Platform included 
language on the implementation of charging stations on a regional scale. Mr. Angel addressed Hon. 

Packet Pg. 9



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT 
 

Viegas-Walker's question and he confirmed staff would research the topic. Hon. Viegas-Walker 
concluded her comments by recommending the committee consider including an additional point 
expressing support for funding to conduct and implement the findings of a region-wide study of 
electric charging station sites. Chair Wapner agreed with Hon. Viegas-Walker's recommendation 
and suggested for alternative fuel to be included in the charging station sites as well.  
 
Hon. Margaret Finlay, Duarte, District 35, asked for clarification on the impact that removing one 
point from the Active Transportation section would have. Mr. Angel noted that staff's 
recommendations included removing redundant language and noted the second point was 
redundant as the remaining two points already captured SCAG's support for active transportation 
funding.  
 
Hon. Viegas-Walker, El Centro, District 1, expressed concern about Senate Bill (SB) 1 and the 
automatic inflationary adjustment and asked staff to provide more information. Mr. Gilhooley 
addressed Hon. Viegas-Walker's concern by confirming the Governor did propose to suspend the 
automatic inflationary adjustment when he announced his budget vision for this year but noted the 
Governor had also mentioned he wanted the transportation funds backfilled out of a general fund 
surplus so the transportation community would not be impacted.  
 
Hon. Steve Manos, Lake Elsinore, District 63, commented that although this document didn't 
directly include language on the implementation of charging stations, he believes this important 
concept is already covered in this document. Hon. Viegas-Walker responded to Hon. Manos 
comments by stating she believes we need to be more specific in the details and bolder in that 
statement. Hon. Manos supported Hon. Viegas-Walker's comments.   
 
Hon. Jan Harnik, RCTC, asked about public transit and mobility and asked staff staff if the platform 
addressed this issue.  Mr. Angel responded by pointing to the Congestion Reduction section. Mr. 
Gilhooley also addressed Hon. Harnik's question by explaining how transit is included in the 
Affordable Housing section relating to transit-oriented communities and woven throughout the 
entire platform.    
 
Chair Wapner, commented by emphasizing the importance of the Legislative Platform and stating it 
serves as guiding principles to our advocates in Washington, D.C. and Sacramento. Chair Wapner 
asked our SCAG's lobbyists who were on the line if they had a clear understanding of what the 
Committee members wanted on the platform. 
 
Mr. Steve Cruz of Cruz Strategies confirmed his excitement for the platform. 
 
A MOTION was made (Pollock) to APPROVE the staff-recommended changes, with the inclusion of 
an additional point expressing support for funding to conduct and implement the findings of a 
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region-wide study of electric and alternative fuel charging station sites, to the SCAG Legislative 
Platform. The MOTION was SECONDED (Manos) and APPROVED by a majority roll call vote as 
follows: 
 
AYES:  Clark, Finlay, Harnik, Huang, Lorimore, Manos, Marquez, Pollock, Shapiro, Solache, 

Viegas-Walker, Wagner, and Wapner (13) 
 
NOES:   None (0) 
 
ABSTAIN: None (0) 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
6. What to Expect in 2022 
 
Mr. Kevin Gilhooley, Legislation Manager, introduced Mr. Steve Cruz, Ms. Vanessa Gonzalez, and 
Mr. Mark MacDonald from Cruz Strategies, who represent SCAG in Sacramento. Mr. Cruz began his 
presentation by highlighting key dates pertaining to the 2022 Legislative Session. He indicated the 
Legislature reconvened on January 3, the deadline for the 2-year bills to pass in their house of origin 
would be on January 31 and the Bill Introduction deadline would be on February 18. He spoke on 
not being able to operate in the Capital or have as many in-person meetings due to the COVID-19 
restrictions and the complicated new swing space. He also spoke on Legislative Leadership and the 
makeup of the Legislature, emphasizing that the redistricting caused a lot of changes resulting in 
resignations and announcements from representatives that would not run for reelection on the 
next cycle. Mr. Cruz also touched on the 2022 Legislative and Budgetary Priorities, including COVID-
19 Recovery, Housing and Homelessness, Climate Resiliency, and Healthcare. He briefly highlighted 
the items under the Governor's January Proposal. He also provided details on the Transportation, 
Freight, Ports, and Housing investments. He also noted based on the blueprint that was put out by 
Senate and the Speaker, he believes both chambers are focusing on equity and an inclusive 
economic recovery as well as housing. Mr. Cruz concluded his report by listing agenda items on the 
legislative side, which included an expansion of the paid family leave and rental relief. 
 
Hon. Viegas-Walker asked Mr. Cruz to share the list of names of the 25 legislators who indicated 
they would not run for election on the next cycle.  
 
Mr. Gilhooley thanked Cruz Strategies for their presentation and moved forward with the next 
presentation on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Gilhooley briefly introduced Leslie Pollner and Lauri Hettinger from Holland & Knight, who 
represent SCAG in Washington, D.C. Ms. Pollner began her presentation by sharing the 
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Congressional Agenda. She provided details on the Congressional priorities for 2022 and shared key 
dates in 2022. She indicated the federal funding under Continuing Resolution would expire on 
February 18, the State of the Union address would be on March 1, the End of the Fiscal Year (FY) of 
2022 would be on September 30, and the Midterm congressional elections would be on November 
8. Ms. Pollner spoke on the several big-ticket items Congress passed in 2021. She also spoke on the 
FY 2022 federal funding by detailing what bills the Chamber had passed, which the Committee had 
approved, and those that did not get a vote. Ms. Hettinger took over the presentation and briefly 
provided details along with a breakdown of the $1 trillion bipartisan infrastructure law that 
President Joe Biden signed into law in November, also known as the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA). She went on to share the steps agencies are taking right now to implement the IIJA. 
Ms. Hettinger also spoke on the Build Back Better Act and noted the Senate had to postpone it 
because this bill requires every Democrat in the Senate to support it, and Senator Joe Manchin (D-
WV) is still opposed to it. Ms. Pollner continued the presentation by sharing details on the 2022 
Midterm Congressional Elections. She mentioned that significant changes could occur, especially in 
the House of Representatives. She also noted that the most significant news yet to be announced is 
whether Speaker Nancy Pelosi will seek reelection or not. Ms. Hettinger concluded the presentation 
by providing details on the 2022 Midterm Congressional Elections in the Senate and reporting there 
are 34 seats up this year, including 20 Republicans and 14 Democrats 
 
Mr. Gilhooley thanked Holland & Knight for their presentation. 
 
There were no questions or comments from the Committee members.  
 
7. Legislative Advocacy Update 
 
Mr. Kevin Gilhooley, Legislation Manager, provided the Committee with an update on SCAG's most 
recent legislative advocacy, which included details on the agency's efforts and advocacy letters to 
the Governor concerning the Infill Infrastructure Grant Program. Mr. Gilhooley also provided details 
on the Governor's budget requests, and the additional advocacy letters staff would be sending the 
Governor, the Assembly Speaker, President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and the Chairs of the two 
budget committees in response to the January Budget proposal. Mr. Gilhooley spoke on the 
preliminary outreach Cruz Strategies would be conducting concerning the Infill Infrastructure Grant 
augmentation request. Mr. Gilhooley concluded his report by informing the Committee members 
that the Legislative Advocacy Update report also includes updates on activities staff has been 
working on for their reference. 
 
Chair Wapner made the recommendation that staff solicit information from the Committee 
members on any relationships they have with state or federal legislators. Mr. Gilhooley said he 
would follow up with a survey to the LCMC members asking for this information.  
 

Packet Pg. 12



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT 
 

Hon. Margaret Finlay, Duarte, District 35, asked Mr. Gilhooley where SCAG stood in meeting with 
Legislators during this time. Mr. Gilhooley responded by stating it depended on the member and 
their comfort level. He explained that there are numerous COVID-19 restrictions in Sacramento and 
the State Capitol remains closed. Mr. Gilhooley indicated that he's taking advantage of the Zoom 
meeting option during this time. He also emphasized that part of the legislative update report is to 
include details of the meetings between SCAG and the legislators.  Lastly, Mr. Gilhooley mentioned 
that another opportunity to connect with Legislatures is when they're invited to the LCMC meetings 
as special guests.   
 
No other questions or comments were made by the Committee members. 
 
8. State Budget Update 
 
Ms. Estee Sepulveda, Legislative Analyst, provided the Committee with an overview of the State 
Budget. Ms. Sepulveda began her remarks by indicating Governor Newsom had unveiled the budget 
proposal for the next fiscal year. She reported that the budget included $286.4 billion in spending, 
representing a 9.1% increase over last year. Ms. Sepulveda also reported that the State is projected 
to have a sizable surplus of $45.7 billion, of which $16.1 billion is earmarked for education, and $9 
billion is for reserve deposits and pension payments leaving $20.3 billion to play with for 
discretionary purposes. She also provided the committee with highlights of the budget pertaining to 
housing, transportation, climate, and broadband. Ms. Sepulveda concluded her report by stating 
that the Legislature will convene in its budget committees to identify its priorities and negotiate a 
final budget with the Governor by June 15.  
 
A detailed report is included in the agenda packet and is posted on the website. 
 
There were no questions or comments by the Committee members.  
 
9. Communications Update 
 
Ms. de Larios, Public Affairs Specialist, provided the Committee with an update on SCAG's current 
and upcoming communication efforts. She listed upcoming events, which included virtual 
workshops, working group meetings, listening sessions, and reminded the Committee members 
that updates on upcoming events could also be found in the weekly SCAG Update newsletter as 
well as the calendar on SCAG's website. She also mentioned that applications for SCAG's 2022 
Scholarship Program would be opening soon. Lastly, Ms. de Larios informed the Committee that the 
official Save the Date for the 2022 Regional Conference and General Assembly would be going out 
soon, which she also confirmed would be held in person on May 4-6, 2022, in Palm Desert.   
 
POLICY AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIVISION UPDATE 
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Ms. Javiera Cartagena, Director of Government and Public Affairs, began by remarks by reporting 
SCAG leadership had virtually met with Kern County Council of Governments (COG) to discuss issues 
of mutual concern for both NPO's and thanked the Committee members who participated in that 
meeting.  
 
She also reminded the Committee members that the Regional Council elections would kick off this 
year and mentioned the Regional Affair Officers would be coordinating elections with Sub-Regional 
partners.  
 
She briefly reported that almost 100% of Membership Dues had been collected for the participating 
member cities.  
 
Ms. Cartagena also mentioned that the 2022 Regional Conference and General Assembly (GA) Host 
Committee, led by Supervisor Carmen Ramirez, would meet again on Monday, January 24. She 
emphasized that the goal of the GA Host Committee is to help SCAG meets its sponsorship goals, 
and she happily reported that sponsorship is currently in good shape.   
 
Ms. Cartagena also reported that SCAG was confirmed for two additional meetings as part of the 
Assembly Housing Working Group outreach effort. She mentioned that President Lorimore and 
SCAG Leadership would meet with Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi (Torrance) on Thursday and 
Assembly Marc Levine (Marin County) the following week. 
 
Ms. Cartagena concluded her report by informing the Committee members that President Lorimore 
and LCMC Chair Wapner would be attending the Annual Conference of Regions sponsored by the 
National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) on February 6-9, 2022, in Washington, D.C.  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
There were no future agenda items.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There were no announcements. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Chair Wapner adjourned the Legislative/Communications and 
Membership Committee meeting at 9:46 a.m.  
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[MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE LEGISLATIVE/COMMUNICATIONS AND 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE] 
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an existing exemption for bicycle transportation plans until 2030 and removes the requirement that 
those plans have to mitigate the impact they have on car traffic. Lastly, projects that cost over $100 
million have to comply with rules requiring transparency and racial equity. 
 
To earn the exemption, projects must be in urbanized areas, within existing rights-of-way, use a 
skilled and trained workforce or have a project labor agreement, cannot add infrastructure that 
increases the capacity of automobiles, and cannot demolish any affordable housing units.  
 
With bipartisan support, SB 288 was approved by a vote of 65-3-11 in the Assembly and 32-5-3 in 
the Senate. It also received support from several stakeholders in the SCAG region including the City 
of Santa Monica, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (LA Metro), San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA), San 
Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership, Southern California Contractors Association, Southern 
California Leadership Council, and Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC). 
 
Since the implementation of SB 288 a little over a year ago, 10 projects in various parts of the state 
have benefited from the law and another 20 projects are expected to be streamlined under SB 288. 
In the SCAG region, the construction of dedicated bus and bike lanes throughout Culver City and 
electric bus charging infrastructure installed by the Los Angeles City Transportation Department 
(LADOT) are cited as successful uses of SB 288.  
 
SB 922 
On February 3, 2022, Senator Wiener introduced SB 922. This bill would permanently extend CEQA 
exemptions for transportation projects as provided under SB 288 (2020). SB 922 mostly mirrors SB 
288, but it adds new project categories that qualify for CEQA exemptions. This includes broadening 
the scope of transit prioritization projects to apply to signal and stop sign changes, wayside and 
onboard technology, ramp meters, dedicated transit lanes, transit queue jump or bypass lanes, 
high-occupancy vehicle lanes, turning lanes, turn restrictions, narrowing or widening of transit 
travel lanes, transit stop changes like transit bulbs or boarding islands, and pedestrian 
improvements like refuge islands or widening sidewalks.  
 
Other new project categories that would be exempt from CEQA under SB 922 include the 
conversion of highway or shoulder lanes for part-time transit lanes, infrastructure to charge or 
refuel zero-emission vehicles as opposed to just transit buses under SB 288, and charging 
infrastructure on the right-of-way or property owned by a public or private utility. Furthermore, 
projects that not only reduce but eliminate minimum parking requirements or implement 
transportation demand management requirements are exempt. Aside from bicycle transportation 
plans, active transportation and pedestrian plans and related feasibility and planning studies are 
added as new exemption categories. Lastly, the bill would revise the requirements for projects that 
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cost over $100 million and would additionally require the completion of a residential displacement 
analysis. It should be noted that this bill does not apply to the California High-Speed Rail Program. 
 
Except for new bus rapid transit, bus, or light-rail service and corresponding stations, this bill would 
repeal the requirement that transportation projects must be in an urbanized areas and within 
existing rights-of-way. Like SB 288, to qualify for CEQA exemption under SB 922 projects cannot 
demolish affordable housing units, add infrastructure that increases the capacity of automobiles, 
and must use a skilled and trained workforce or have a project labor agreement. 
 
SB 922 is awaiting referral to a policy committee by the Senate Rules Committee. Once SB 922 is 
assigned, a hearing date is expected to be scheduled sometime this spring. The bill is cosponsored 
with the Bay Area Council, California Transit Association, and Silicon Valley Leadership Group.    
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends support for SB 922 consistent with Regional Council-adopted policy and 
legislative priorities that support CEQA reform to expedite and streamline both project 
development and delivery, especially for transportation, transit-oriented, infill, and/or housing 
projects.  
 
SB 922 provides a tool for cities, counties, and transit agencies to accelerate the construction of 
equitable and sustainable transportation projects. This is especially important as historic 
investments are made by the federal government and State of California to transform and 
modernize our local transportation system.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Work associated with the staff report on SB 922 is contained in the Indirect Cost budget, Legislation 
810-0120.10. 
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Assembly Housing 
Roundtable Follow-Up
Assembly Housing Working Group Members

SCAG Facts

19.1
Million People

48.1%
State Population

191
Cities

6
Counties

$1.2T
Regional GDP

15th
Largest Economy 

in the World
38,618 Square Miles
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SCAG Executive Board

Clint Lorimore
SCAG President
City of Eastvale

Jan Harnik
SCAG 1st

Vice President
City of Palm 

Desert

Carmen 
Ramirez
SCAG 2nd

Vice President
County of 
Ventura

Alan Wapner
SCAG Legislative 
Committee Chair

City of Ontario

Rex Richardson 
SCAG Imm . Past 

President 
City of Long 

Beach

Primary Roles & Responsibilities

Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP)

Sustainable Communities 
Strategy (SCS)

Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program 

(FTIP)

Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA)

Regional Data & 
Information Center

Forum for Issues of 
Regional Significance
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